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year* And in that year he secured the passage of the
first of the four Navy Laws under which the fleet
of 1914 was constructed.

IV
The building of the German war-navy was recog-
nised as a challenge by all the maritime powers in
the world.  For it soon became evident that Gennanv
^
was entirely dissatisfied with the overseas dominions
that she had managed to pick up in the last sixteen
years of the nineteenth century.    They were the
leavings of the colonial empires built up by Portugal,
Spain, France, Holland, and England in the sixteenth
and following centuries.  They were places too much
in the sun.   They did not attract settlers; they pro-
vided no important markets;  their products kcked
value and variety;   they did not pay their own
expenses.   It was clear that successful colonisation
would require the acquisition, by fair means or
(preferably) foul, of territories akeady occupied by
the older colonising nations.    The regions which
the Kaiser and his minions specially coveted were
French Morocco, Portuguese Angola, British South-
West Africa, Belgian Congo, and the Republic of
Brazil.   In order to secure all or any of these delect-
able lands it would be necessary for Germany to
have a navy so strong as to make even Britain hesi-
tate to challenge it.   Hence the increasingly urgent
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